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conditioning under saddle. Occasional riding does not give 
the conditioning necessary for a Peruvian Horse to function 
at its full potential under saddle.

Conditioning a horse should be slow and progressive. 
Like an athlete, rushing and working out too much leads to 
injury. Once the muscles are fatigued, a horse depends on its 
ligaments and tendons for support setting it up for injury.

Summary
Natural impulsion as demonstrated by engagement of the 
hindquarters through the pole, neck, back, croup and down 
through the tip of the tail is necessary to have a Peruvian  
Horse function at its best. This movement is indicated by 
the clamped tail set, horizontal forward movement of the 

hocks and long stride of the rear legs. A horse which has 
good impulsion will glide forward with strength, precision 
and efficiency.

About the Author
Bill Clattenburg breeds, trains and shows his own Peruvi-
an Horses. He is a NAPHA carded judge and currently has 
a herd of 35 Peruvian horses. Bill’s involvement with hors-
es began 1986 when he met his wife, Sharlane. She was an  
accomplished breeder of Arabian horses since 1977.  
Together they transitioned from Arabian horses to gaited 
horses and in 1995, they started their final transition by buy-
ing their first Peruvian Horse.

Above:
A good example of natural 
impulsion at the walk. The rear 
feet are picked up slightly above 
the ground, and moved forward 
with very little vertical hock action. 
The feet are placed down softly 
and squarely. The walk is powerful 
and ground covering.

Left:
An example of a walk with little 
impulsion. The feet are barely 
picked up off the ground and the 
toes stab the ground when the feet 
are placed down. The walk is weak 
and does not cover much ground. 
Photos courtesy of Clattenburg 
Peruvians.


